Reading Response Journal
Responding to reading is a very important part of becoming a better reader.  Students need to be able to not only answer comprehension questions orally, but also in writing.  Responding to reading in writing can be very difficult for young readers.  Because of this, your child will begin writing about their reading each night as part of their homework.  

This notebook will be used for students to write about what they are reading.  Enclosed are two lists of questions.  The first list is for non-fiction text.  Non-fiction texts are books that provide factual, true information.  The second list is for fiction texts.  Fictional texts are books that are made up and did not happen in real life. 

After your child reads for their assigned 20 minutes each night, they are going to be asked to respond to their reading by answering one of the questions on the lists.  They may select any question they would like to as long as they are not answering the same question each night.  They should be attempting to answer a different question each night.
The notebook will be due each Friday.  Your child will receive a grade for completion and quality of response.  I will be looking for four responses; one for each night Monday – Thursday.  On the next page, you will find a few examples and the grading rubric.

11/6/13

Skeleton Man by Joseph Brushac

#14 Fiction

My favorite part of Skeleton Man was when Molly was dreaming and she saw Skeleton Man standing at the top of the hill.  I liked this part because it was kind of scary.  It also makes me want to continue reading so that I could find out what is going to happen next.

11/7/13

Skeleton Man by Joseph Brushac

#6 Fiction

The main character in Skeleton Man is Molly.  Based on the evidence from the text, Molly is creative, intelligent, and melodramatic.

11/8/13

The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles
#2 Non-fiction

After reading The Story of Ruby Bridges, I found the fact that Ruby was brave enough to walk through the angry crowd of people every day without being scared.  I also found it interesting that parents didn’t send their children to school just because Ruby was now going to that school.

Grading Rubric

	
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Response Components
	All components of the response are present, including the date, title of book, author, question number, text type, and response.
	Only 5 of the components are present.  Components are date, title of book, author, question number, text type, and response.
	Four or fewer components are present.  Components are date, title of book, author, question number, text type, and response.
	There is no response.

	Quality of Response
	All parts of the question are answered completely.  Enough information is present to show understanding of question.
	All parts of the question are answered.  Answer may be incomplete and does not provide enough detail.
	Entire question is not answered.  Details are missing.
	There is no response.

	Grammar
	The question is answered in a complete sentence.  Spelling and grammar are correct.
	The question is answered in a complete sentence.  There are some spelling and grammar mistakes.
	The question is not answered in a complete sentence.
	There is no response.


